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TANGANYIKA LEADS The WAY 
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symbol of the Cardinalate 


Cardinal Rugambwa in the act of receiving from the hands of the Pope the Red Hat, 
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PUSH INTO THE DEEP ...... 


“The Catholic Church . . . sees in men, not persons belonging to different 
races and social conditions, but human beings all created 
by the same God, Father of all, and therefore called to live together 
in harmony and mutual respect as brothers in Christ.” 


CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 


One Day on the shore of the Lake of Tiberias Christ 
said to the apostle, Peter “Push out into the DEEP 
. . . throw out your nets!” 

Two thousand years later, John XXIII, in raising 
a son of the Church in Africa to the honors of the 
Cardinalate, repeated the gesture of the Master and 
gave the same command .. . “Push out into the deep, 
cast your net and you will catch men” . . . men, 
your African brothers! 

In his discourse to the Secret Consistory, announc- 
ing the creation of the new Cardinals, His Holiness 
John XXIII, underlining their universal character 
said: “Thus, among the new Cardinals there will be 
a Japanese, a Filipino, one from Tanganyika in East 
Africa. All are equally called to be Cardinals for the 
glory of God who calls all peoples to holiness without 
distinction of tongue, race or color and asks that the 
good news be preached to all: ‘Go throughout the 
whole world, preach the good news to every creature 
. . . Teach all nations’.” (Mark 16, 15; Mt. 28, 19) 

Two days later, at the ceremony of the imposition 
of the Red Hat, the Holy Father insisted on the 
missionary significance of his choice, saying: ““Vener- 
able and dear Brothers of Tokyo, Manila and of 
Rutabo, please, tell your devoted and generous people 
that the Pope loves them and that on this occasion 
he feels in his heart the gentleness and love of old 
Simeon when he held the new-born Savior of the 
world in his arms. 

“We have not held your Christian communities 
over the baptismal fonts; but may We humbly rejoice 
in the spirit of the Lord for having transmitted to 
you, for the first time the insignia of the Cardinalate 
of the Holy Roman Church, with the assurance that, 
inasmuch as it is a symbol of unity with the See of 
Peter, it will be a fruitful seed of new assertions of 
our holy religion in the centuries to come. . .” 

On the economic, technical, social and cultural 


Sr. Jacques deC—Editor 


plane, Tanganyika, one of the four territories which, 
make up what is know as East Africa, is in full 
evolution. Out of a population numbering close to 
9,300,000, the Church counts about 1,331,700 bap- 
tized Catholics and 188,000 Catechumens. Ten years 
ago, the immense territory which today has 18 
dioceses, 350 parishes and 245 African priests, did not 
have a single Native Bishop. At present there are five 
. .. one of them being the first African Cardinal. . . 

In his first Message, Cardinal Rugambwa, paid 
grateful homage to the European powers which have 
greatly enhanced the value of Tanganyika Territory: 
“I can only say that in my country of Tanganyika, 
things seem to be peaceful enough thanks to the 
intelligent collaboration of everyone concerned. How- 
ever, I should like to add that a very great work was 
done for Tanganyika and her people, in all domains, 
by Germany before the First World War, and by 
Great Britain since the time we became a mandated 
territory. It is due in great part to these constructive 
efforts that it is possible today to envisage the transfer 
of governmental responsibility to our local inhabi- 
tants. We, the people of Tanganyika, are extremely 
grateful to all those who have contributed to creating 
such a promising situation in our country today.” 

The primary objective of the Cardinal pursues, 
above all, the moral, spiritual, and material well-being 
of the African family: “In order to build a healthy 
society in Africa we must take care of the family...” 

His second aim concerns the serious and systematic 
formation of an influential, profoundly Christian 
elite. 

In truth, the Christian world looks with a profound 
joy towards Tanganyika, which has just given to the 
Church its first African Cardinal and which, without 
a doubt, in every domain, “is pushing out into the 
deep.” 

Sr. Jacques de Compostelle, W.S. 


AFRICA, Volume XV, Number 2, is edited and published bi-monthly September-May, with ecclesiastical 
o approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters) Office of Publication: White 
o Sisters, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, New Jersey. Annual subscription, $2.00. Entered as second class 
= matter December 15, 1931, at the Post Office of Metuchen, New Jersey, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Lay-out, Art—Charles R. Hawk 3 
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... “this day the Holy See does'me the tremendous honor of conferring 


on me cardinalitial rank in the Char 


Church, still more strongly to the very heast 


ling me, and also the whole African 
istendom. For all these blessings | am 


indeed grateful to the Holy See through oh they came to me from Almighty God.” 
CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 


A ROMAN DIARY 


March 3; Early in the afternoon of the first Thurs- 
day of Lent, the news spread through Rome like 
wildfire. The Holy Father is going to name seven 
new Cardinals! On the list? A Filipino Bishop, a 
Japanese Archbishop and Bishop Laurian Rugambwa 
Rutabo, Tanganyika! 


The news brought great joy to all, but to none as 
much as the White Sisters who had known him from 
his earliest years and who had given him his first 
catechism instructions and taught him his ABC’s . . . 
or to the White Fathers who had baptized him and 
trained him for the Priesthood: 


There was also great joy and pride among the 
students of the Colleges of the Propaganda, and 
especially that of St. Peter Apostle, where young 
Father Rugambwa studied for his doctorate in Canon 
Law from 1948 to 1951. The Rector remembered 
him well: “. . . even as a student, Cardinal Rugambwa 
was humble, discreet, prudent, intelligent and 
energetic.” 


The evening papers were full of the news, and the 
comments were all enthusiastic — as one journalist 
remarked: “His holiness John XXIII, by raising a 
Bishop of Central Africa to the dignity of the 
cardinalate, has affirmed before the civilized world 


the catholicity of the great family of the Church... 
A Bishop of Tanganyika, eminent in virtue, in 
doctrine, in prudence, will wear the cardinal’s red... 
in him the Church recognizes the values placed by 
God Himself in a race which has suffered so much 
and so long. The whole Church is full of joy at the 
thought that the very heart of Africa is giving it one 
of its Princes, a Successor of the Apostles, who will 
be very near to the Vicar of Christ as a member of 
the Sacred College . . .” 

March 20: Cardinal Rugambwa arrived by plane this 
morning with his secretary, Father Justinian Bama- 
nyisa, who spent a year studying in Detroit. His 
Eminence had asked to stay at the White Fathers’ 
House during his Roman visit. The Superior General, 
the Very Reverend Father Volker, met him at the 
airport and brought him directly home for Mass, 
breakfast, and a welcoming ceremony grouping all 
the White Fathers in Rome, especially those who had 
been in Tanganyika or who knew the Cardinal. In 


English, the Superior General expressed the joy and 
best wishes of all those present, and added a few 
words in Kiswahili, which delighted His Eminence, 
for although he is quite at home in English, hearing 
a familiar African language was an unexpected and 
much appreciated pleasure. 
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A ROMAN DIARY ca 


\lurc/) 20; The Cardinal very simply related how 
he learned about his elevation to the cardinalate: “It 
was Ash Wednesday afternoon. I was in my office 
working; I was very busy. A letter was brought in 
to me — a large and beautiful envelope. The address: 
His Excellency Bishop Rugambwa. The letter was 
opened immediately; it was from the Holy Father! 
It was in Latin, I had no time to read it attentively. 
I saw the words ‘Cardinal’ — ‘Rugambwa’ in the 
text, but it was difficult Latin; I didn’t get the link 
between the two words. I put the letter aside; 1 would 
read it when there was less work to do... The next 
day I had to go to a nearby village for some very 
important business. Off I went. I was busy all morn- 
ing. When I came back, Bishop Lanctot, my neighbor, 
was waiting for me: ‘Have you heard the wonderful 
news over the radio?’ Such were his words of 
greeting . . . ‘The Holy Father has appointed you 
Cardinal!’ Imagine my surprise! Then I understood 
the meaning of the mysterious letter from the Holy 
Father—we went in together to read it attentively! 
All the Christians surrounding the Mission — they 
had also heard the news on the radio — were coming 
in to greet and congratulate me. A little later there 
came a telegram from the Apostolic Delegation: 
‘Holy Father has elevated you to the rank of 
Cardinal. You must be in Rome for March 28, for 
the Secret Consistory.” What could I do but obey? 
Obey I did and that is why I am here today .. .” 


\urc/ 28: Today the Secret Consistory took place 
at the Vatican, presided by the Holy Father himself, 
who officially asked the opinions of each of the 
“old” Cardinals about his nominations to the Sacred 
College. All the answers were favorable, as expected, 
so His Holiness sent some of his “nobles” to carry 
the official “Biglietti” to each candidate. Archbishop 
Doi of Tokyo and Bishop Rugambwa had elected to 
receive theirs in a great Hall of the Palace of the 
Propaganda, and an enthusiastic crowd of people 
of all colors and races —lay people, Religious and 
Clergy —had gathered long before the scheduled 
arrival of the Pope’s “gentlemen”. A score of photog- 
raphers dashed about madly, flashbulbs burst all over 


the place, and the gentlemen were wildly applauded 
when they made their entrance . . . There was relative 
quiet as the official reading of the biglietti began, 
first for the Archbishop, then for Bishop Rugambwa 
—and, at the end, they were officially Cardinals! As 
the reading ended, the crowd again burst into en- 
thusiastic cheers, and then quieted down a little as 
each spectator moved forward to kiss the rings of 
the new Cardinals and congratulate them on the high 
honor paid them and their peoples by Mother Church. 


\lurc/) 20: A banquet given by the Superior Gene- 
ral of the White Fathers in honor of the new African 
Cardinal was attended, among others, by His 
Eminence Cardinal Agagianian of the Sacred Con- 
gregation, Bishop David Mathew (who in 1952 con- 
secrated Father Rugambwa as Bishop of Rutabo), 
and several other Bishops from various parts of 
Africa; Monsignori, Superiors General of various 
orders, African priests studying in Rome, a repre- 
sentative of the British Government, and many 
other dignitaries . . . Responding to a toast, His 
Eminence thanked all those who had helped build up 
the Church in Africa and particularly in Tanganyika. 
Then he went on: “The White Fathers intend . . . to 
cede the main responsibility in the Church in Africa 
to the African clergy. This is, indeed, in accord with 
the traditional practice of the Church, but I desire 
most ardently that the work of God in Africa be 
done by the African clergy and the missionaries 
working hand in hand in mutual understanding and 
appreciation, and that the friendship between them 
grow ever stronger and strike even deeper roots as 
the years go by.” 

Later in the evening, the first of three radio- 
messages to the Catholics of Central Africa was sent 
over Radio Vatican by His Eminence, in English and 
Kiswahili, in order to give them first-hand news 
about the great events taking place in Rome. 


Murch 30: This was another memorable day for 
the new Cardinals: the Holy Father himself gave them 
the mozzetta and biretta, before a huge crowd in the 
great Hall of Benedictions. The Holy Father was 
carried in on the Sedia Gestatoria and took his place 
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Just as we were ready to go to press we received the official news that Cardinal 
Rugambwa’s Diocese of Rutabo has been enlarged to include the civil district of Bukoba 


and will henceforth be called the Diocese of Bukoba. 


on the throne at the upper end of the hall. As each 
Cardinal advanced the Pope himself placed, the 
mozzetta, a short cape, on his shoulders and the red 
biretta on his head; the crowd, composed of eccle- 
siastics and lay people from every corner of the 
earth, applauded every move. After a short address 
by the dean of the new Cardinals, His Eminence 
Cardinal Traglia, the Holy Father said a few words 
to emphasize the catholicity of today’s additions to 
the Sacred College. He expressed his joy at being the 
instrument of God’s will in this matter, which is a 
well-deserved reward for the work and suffering of 
these missionaries. 


March 31; St. Peter’s Basilica was a mass of lights: 
all the enormous chandeliers were lit, and more than 
forty projectors glared down from their emplacement 
just under the magnificent golden dome. All the 
guards — Swiss, Noble, Palatine — and the Vatican 
Police were there to contain the crowds, and their 
brilliant uniforms of many colors added a note of 
medieval grandeur to the imposing scene. . . 

A few minutes after 9:30, the crowd near the 
doors of the Basilica burst into cries and applause 
which grew louder and louder as the Pope was carried 
in on the Sedia, flanked by an imposing procession 
of priests, religious, Monsignori, Bishops, Arch- 
bishops, Cardinals — with more Swiss Guards and 
Noble Guards, in a blaze of color: red, white, brown, 
black, violet — an eye-filling spectacle! And, in the 
middle of it all, the Holy Father smiled gently, 
blessing all his children so deliriously happy to 
greet him. 

When the Holy Father was seated on his throne, 
the new Cardinals entered and approached him one 
by one, bowing low three times as they went to the 
throne. The Pope embraced each one, and so did 
each of the older Cardinals in turn. Then His Holiness 
placed the Red Hat on each one’s head, explaining 
as he did that the Red Hat meant that each one 
should be ready to shed his blood for Christ and His 
Church. Once again the Pope embraced each new 
Cardinal, who was then shown to his place among 
the members of the Sacred College. The ceremony 
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ended by a special apostolic blessing for the new 
Cardinals. 


Then the procession left the Basilica in the same 
order as it had entered, except that this time the 
new Cardinals walked with the other Princes of the 
Church. 


The afcernoon was sunny, and the weather truly 
springlike for the very last of the ceremonies that 
custom decrees for new Cardinals: the sending of a 
personal “Red Hat” to each Cardinal (the one given 
at the morning ceremony being symbolic) and pre- 
sented by the gentlemen of the Vatican Court. These 
personal hats are immense, at least two feet wide! 
There are fifteen or more tassels on each side — need- 
less to say, the hats are a mark of distinction which 
are never worn! 


The hats were ceremoniously given to Cardinals 
Doi and Rugambwa, amid exploding flashbulbs, for 
once again the photographers were having a field 
day. Much applause greeted the speeches, in Italian, 
Japanese and Kihaya (Cardinal Rugambwa’s mother- 
tongue, Kiswahili being the common language of 
East Africa), especially since there were many 
Japanese and African students from the Pontifical 
Colleges present. The ceremony ended with a few 
words from His Eminence Cardinal Agagianian 
speaking of the work of the missionaries which had 
helped, with God’s grace, to bring great new peoples 
into the family of the Church. 


April 1; His Eminence once again addressed his 
people over the Vatican Radio, and in a few, simple, 
heartfelt words told them about yesterday’s cere- 
monies, concluding by saying: ““At the Tomb of the 
first Pope on whom Christ built His Church, I 
prayed that the Faith of the African Church might 
never fail. Let us pray very often that the one true 
Church in Africa may become stronger and stronger 
and ever more united, never failing in its loyalty to 
the Vicar of Christ. That God may grant this great 
grace to the African Church is my constant prayer.” 


(taken from “A Roman Diary” 
by a White Father) 
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IN AFRICA 


His Eminence Cardiagl Lauriano RUGAMBWA, 
Bishop of Rutabo,.Tanganyika, Cardinal 
of the HolyfRomab Church. 
This happy eventiwas ° ichally announced 
to the wor, March 3, 1960. 
| 


... Janganyika 


The Cardinal's Country 


His EMINENCE CarDINAL RUGAMBWA was born at 
Bukongo, a small village quite near the mission of 
Rutabo, on July 12, 1912 of one of those honorable 
pagan families which had not as yet embraced 
Christianity but which observed with outstanding 
docility and fidelity the natural law of God. His 
Father was baptized at Kagondo June 29, 1920 and 
took the name Domitiani. The future Lauriano went 
to live with an uncle about 5 miles from Kagondo 
and followed the catechism course at the same time 
he attended school. He was baptized on March 19, 
1921; his mother became a Catholic the same year. 

The Cardinal’s father is of the royal tribe of the 
Basita from which come the kings of Kinyanja. His 
mother is the niece of King Kahigi, who died in 1916 
and a first cousin of King Henriko Bwogi III. The 
name “Rugambwa” means “much will be spoken 
of him.” 

Having completed his elementary school studies, 
he continued his schooling at the Minor Seminary of 
Rubya, run by the White Fathers, on the banks of 
Lake Victoria, His intelligence and his eagerness to 
learn rejoiced his teachers and in 1935 he entered the 
Major Seminary of Katigondo in Uganda on the 
opposite bank of Lake Victoria. One of his professors 
there was Fr. Kiwanuka, later to become, in 1939, 
the first African Bishop, now Ordinary of Masaka, 
Uganda. 

Lauriano was ordained priest December 12, 1943 
in the church of Rutabo at the age of 32. For five 
years he worked with the White Fathers in Tan- 
ganyika, but in 1948 the Vicar Apostolic, Bishop 
Huwiler sent him to Rome to study Canon Law at 
the Propaganda College. After three years’ study, 
having obtained his Doctorate he left Rome and 
visited England, France and Holland before returning 
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to Tanganyika. 

In 1953 the Diocese of Rutabo was erected in 
Tanganyika and Bishop Rugambwa was named its 
head. Barely 48 years old, the first African Cardinal 
is the youngest member of the Sacred College after 
Cardinal Doepfner, Bishop of Berlin, who is 47. 
Cardinal Rugambwa speaks both English and German 
fluently. 

In 1957 he came to the United States seeking 
financial aid for his § year old diocese which was 
without cathedral, seminary or other facilities. During 
two of the five months in this country he was the 
guest of the White Sisters at Metuchen. The Cardinal 
loved to recall his early contacts with the Sisters at 
Kagondo, Tanganyika, where he received his first 
religious and secular education. Most frequently men- 
tioned was Mother Majella, W.S., who had known 
him as a babe and who had been his teacher. He liked 
to tell of the many bricks and stones he and his young 
companions had joyfully offered to carry on their 
heads for the Sisters’ house then under construction. 

During his stay Cardinal Rugambwa was a guest 
in the homes of many of the Catholic families. It 
was a touching sight to see small children naively 
run up to him, kiss him and then climb up on his 
knees to play with his Pectoral Gross. 

At the close of his visit Bishop Rugambwa had 
commented on the charity of the American people 
and the gracious reception he had been accorded 
across the country. How much he had captured the 
love and respect of the people was evident the day 
the world learned of his elevation to the Cardinalate. 
The White Sisters’ convent phone rang all day as 
one person after another asked them with voices 
bursting with pride, “Have you heard about our 
Cardinal?” 
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Top Left; left to right: K. L. Thaveni M.L.C., S. T. Thanki M.L.C., Top Right: Chief Humbi Ziota, 
T. K. Nyenene 


Bottom: Dr. J. G. Kiano, the 
his duties 


Assistant Minister for Natural 
Resources 


new Minister for Commerce and Industry, is seen dictating letters to his secretary Miss G. Finniss on assuming 
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“my elevation to the Cardinalate . . 


status in the Church at large. Nevert 


. indicates that the Church in Africa has reached a certain 
ss, much remains to be done... . The 


Catholic Church in Africa needs to become more-tonscious of itself, more united, more 


determined in its efforts to trarisf 
society throughout the vast continent. Its devafpp 
and economic progress of Africa. Hex) ig 


united efforts of the African clergy and mi. 


and christianize, as a powerful leaven, African 


Hust at least keep pace with the political 
tlenge to the wisdom and zeal of the 
wes, but with the help of God's 


grace, united we shall meet it suctessfully.” 
CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 


anyika 


Slang 
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ardinal’s Country ... 
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AFRICA Is A CONTINENT of endless variety and vio- 
lent contrasts. 

On this second largest of the world’s continents, 
three times the size of the United States, torrid 
deserts alternate with marshy swamplands — snow- 
capped mountains tower over seemingly bottomless 
precipices — there are chasms, craters, volcanoes both 
active and extinct — withering spells of dryness 
alternate with torrential rains — tropical jungles 
give way to miles of grassy savannahs — salt-water 
and fresh-water lakes occupy enormous areas of the 
interior — giant rivers carve their beds in rocky 
terrain as they travel toward the sea... 

Wide variations in geographical and climatic con- 
ditions inevitably influence the way of life of the 
170 million who dwell south of the Sahara. For 


(from notes by 
Rev. Father 
Swazo de Lima de Prado, W.F.) 
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centuries they have lived, in tribes or groups of 
tribes, each with its own ways and customs and 
without contact for the most part . . . For instance, 
those who live in the forests of Guinea, with its 
heavy rains, its fields of corn and banana plantations, 
its game, its rivers teeming with fish, have very 
different eating habits from those who live in the 
endless plains where small game is scarce, farming 
difficult and rivers non-existent . . . And this is 
true not only of food, but of the whole organization 
of life in the different regions. 

In this way a number of highly diversified civiliza- 
tions evolve, and it will take years of intensive 
study —a study which has barely begun — to un- 
cover the enormous cultural wealth of the African 
heritage. 
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TANGANYIKA LOOKS AnEAD 


In spite of age-old prejudice and even organized 
and persistent propaganda, the western world is be- 
ginning to realize that friendly relations with the 
nations of Africa can be a source of great cultural 
enrichment. 


As far as African languages are concerned, it has 
long been admitted that some of them are extremely 
rich. If proof were needed, we would point to the 
wit and humof of innumerable fables and stories, 
the impromptu imagery of their poets, the philosophi- 
cal and mystical value of many African writers... 

As regards the commercial possibilities of Africa, 
it has become more and more apparent since the 
beginning of the century that it is a land of great 
riches: not only does it possess mineral wealth, with 
inexhaustible supplies of copper, tin, bauxite, plati- 
num, nickel, lead, phosphates, radium, uranium, gold 
and diamonds, but it offers tremendous agricultural 


possibilities: cotton, coffee, tea, corn, cocoa, rubber, 
are among its better-known crops. 


+ * 


The territory of Tanganyika was comparatively 
unknown (except for the explorations of Dr. Living- 
stone) up to 1885, when a German doctor, Dr. Karl 
Peters, journeyed into the interior and in six weeks 
concluded 12 treaties with native chiefs guaranteeing 
them the protection and aid of the German Govern- 
ment. Thus Tanganyika (including what is now 
Urundi and Ruanda) became a German territory, 
which it remained until the Treaty of Versailles in 
1918 when it came under British mandate. 

Tanganyika is about one and a half times bigger 
than Texas, with a coastal zone of 500 miles on the 
Indian Ocean, its main port being Dar-es-Salaam. It 
is bordered on the West by the Congo and Ruanda- 
Urundi, on the north and northeast by Uganda and 


Official Tanganyika Photo 
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Official Tanganyika Photo 
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Kenya, and on the South by Mozambique and 
Rhodesia-Nyasaland. It has several lakes, the best- 
known one being the one which gave the country its 
name: the second deepest lake in the world, and one 
of the largest (about half the size of Lake Superior). 
Its mountains attract many tourists, especially the 
Kilimanjaro’s crater, rising 19,000 feet above sea 
level... 

The country has extensive trade in agricultural 
products: sisal, cotton, coffee, tobacco, copra, etc., 
plus exports of wood, and cattle and sheep hides. At 
present, mining exports are mostly of diamonds, gold 
and tin, although there are many other mineral 
deposits in the country. 

Flourishing industries in Tanganyika are the tourist 
trade and big-game hunting, especially in the Kili- 
manjoro region . . . But most of the 9 million in- 
habitants are farmers, although an effort is now 
being made to industrialize some regions. 

Yet with all its riches, it has long been shunted 


Kilwa Ruins 


aside like an orphan. After the First World War, when 
it became a British mandate, it suffered by comparison 
with Kenya and the Rhodesias which were considered 
as real British colonial possessions. British investors 
were reluctant to sink their funds in a region which 
would sooner or later be removed from British ad- 
ministration . . . This idea might have been dispelled 
by the success of the proposed “hazelnut growing 
plan” which was tried after the Second World War— 
but the complete and disastrous failure of the 
scheme discouraged prospective investors, and Tan- 
ganyika has had to work at its economical prosperity 
almost alone, up to the last few years. 

Politically, it has made real advances, having 
several forward-looking political parties; the strong- 
est is the Tanganyika Africa National Union, led by 
a Catholic, Julius Nyerere. It must go forward in the 
educational, medical, social, and religious fields, in 
order to be ready when the time comes for its 
people to take over their own destinies. 


Tanganyika looks forward 
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WHEN MissiIONARIES first arrived in Tanganyika 60 


EDUCATION... 


STILL FOR THE PRIVILEGED FEW 


years or more ago, one of the first things they did 
was to open mission schools — first for the boys, and 
then for girls as soon as the Sisters arrived. 

The schools opened, but not many came... or at 
least, very few girls. Fathers were willing to let the 
boys get an education — but why let a girl read or 
write? It was a waste of time! She might go to 
school when there was no more work in the fields 
and no little brother or sister to watch — which 
meant practically never. The Sisters had to plead 
with the parents, to let their daughters come! 

Under such conditions, it is not astonishing that 
school attendance was very low at first. Bit by bit, 
though, parents came themselves for catechism classes 
and became more willing to let the children come 
for Catechism, plus reading, writing, a little arith- 
metic and sewing ... In time, a few forward-looking 
families allowed their daughters to continue for four, 
five and even six years of study, and some favored 
ones managed to have a full eight-year course which 


would permit them to teach. . . 

The African Sisters showed the way, for all who 
showed any ability at all were encouraged to study, 
and from 1936 on, many of them won their teaching 
diplomas. Now the girls could have their own schools, 
taught by their own Sisters. A system of boarding 
schools was established as soon as possible so that girls 
from distant villages might have their chance at an 
education. 

As the number of girls in the schools increased, 
the standard for teachers was raised: at first, six 
years of primary schooling had been considered suf- 
ficient. This was raised to eight (four of primary 
and four of “middle” school) and now this is re- 
quired for entrance in a Teachers’ Training College, 
where two-year courses lead to a Government teach- 
ing certificate as a primary school teacher. 

In order to qualify as a “Grade I” teacher — that 
is, able to teach in a “middle” or secondary school — 
the girls must furnish a four-year secondary school 
course (like our high school) plus two years of a 
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CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 


African teacher conducting Primary School in Western Tanganyika 


Grade 1 Teachers’ Training College. 

For a long time, the only secondary school open to 
girls in the area of Ndala was run by the Govern- 
ment, and very few followed the whole cycle of 
studies to a diploma. However, in 1954 the demand 
became great enough to require the opening of a 
Catholic secondary school at Ndala. Three years 
later, the White Sisters were replaced by the Mary- 
knoll Sisters, who opened a Grade I Teacher Training 
College to meet the increased demand. Since then 
the number of qualified Grade I teachers has grown 
every year, and the girls of Tanganyika have more 
opportunity for continuing their studies: some gifted 
pupils, after completing their secondary school have 
passed the Cambridge Overseas School Certificate 
Examination and have been sent to European univer- 
sities on scholarships to specialize in various subjects 
like Sociology, etc. 

A tremendous effort has been made to extend the 
benefits of the growing school system to all the 
children of Tanganyika, but a great deal remains to 
be done. 


WHITE SISTERS 


Open-air catechism class in Tanganyika 


Many children still have no opportunity to go to 
school at all, and among those who are fortunate 
enough to attend a four-year primary school, very 
few can find room in a middle school (only 12% of 
the girls). Those who have the chance to get a full 
twelve years of schooling, those who are admitted 
into a Teachers’ College or win a scholarship for 
university study in Europe are among the privileged 
ones . . . Most of them are aware of their good 
fortune, and are determined to use their knowledge 
to further the social, economic, and cultural progress 
of their people. 

The Church, altogether with the Government, is in 
the vanguard of this educational effort, striving to 
give its children not only the secular knowledge 
necessary but, just as important, the high moral 
standards which will make them real leaders of their 
people at this crucial period of Africa’s history, when 
its young nations are learning to stand on their own 
feet in a world which is moving forward at a dizzying 
speed ... 

Sr. Francois de Paule, W.S. 
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. . . “It is indeed true that the African mission field is ripe for the harvest; innumerable 
souls of good will are awaiting that salvation that only the See of Peter can give, but which, 
according to the decree of Divine Providence, is to be given by means of those who 
already have the faith. 
His Holiness Pius XIl appealed for aid of all kinds for Africa, but He appealed especially 
for priests, brothers, religious and lay missionaries. May Africa receive abundantly of this 
aid: aid in the pastoral ministry of souls, aid in the domain of education, of medicine and 
technology, aid for the Catholic Press, for the lay apostolate; the help 
of prayers, sympathy and understanding for the young African states which are taking 


their first steps in independent administration.” 


from Cardinal Rugambwoa’s first Message on the occasion of his 


elevation to the Cardinalate. 


JULY 25 ....A GREAT DAY FOR THE WHITE SISTERS 


Because their Congregation is of Pontifical Right and depends directly on the Holy Father . . . 
Because the 2000 White Sisters are made up of 20 different nationalities . . . 
Because ROME is the very heart of the Church and the soul of all nations . . . 


The White Sisters have moved their General Headquarters to Rome from Algiers where 
it has been located since the founding of the Congregation in 1869. 
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“The family oposite if Sadecty orientated, is the 
way fo the interior ands ¢onversion of the 
African soul. The \Afrieeip family is the citadel 
which guardsralfthet the African heart holds 
dear; it is in the family that are vested all that 
is humanly and spiritually valuable in African society.” 


Or Thr 1749 young girls graduating this year from 
the 4th grade in our Catholic Grade School of 
Mwanza, only 160 will have a chance of going any 
further in their education. In 1961 only 9° will be 
admitted into one of the three Catholic Middle 
schools for girls in the area. Imagine the disappoint- 
ment of the rest of the girls to say nothing of their 
parents! These parents are in fact, clamoring for 
more Middle Schools for their daughters, for they 
realize that the little a girl has learned during her 
first four years of grade school will be quickly lost 
if she does not find means of further development. 
That is why in each of our Mission Posts, lacking the 
facilities for opening Middle Schools, (Sth to 8th 
grades) we endeavor to have a Home Craft Center 
for these girls. However, it is only after it has 
become quite clear that a girl cannot find room in 
one of the Middle Schools that the parents will accept 
our offer to train their daughter in home-craft 
subjects. Most parents .. . and girls . . . have not 
yet understood the benefits of such training while 
they do have a great esteem for an academic education 
since it is the key to a well-paid job. 

At each of our Home Craft Centers, a White 
Sister is assisted by an African girl whom she has 
trained as instructor. The pupils following this two- 


CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 
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year course range between 13 and 17 years of age. 
The Social Welfare Department provides funds for 
some of these schools, while others are given financial 
aid by the Native Treasury. 

At Mwanza the girls are trained not only in the 
domestic arts but also in Child Care, Home Nursing 
and First Aid. They also continue the study of 
English which they began learning in the 3rd grade. 
Kiswahili, the official African language, and general 
knowledge are also a part of the curriculum. At the 
end of the second year a woman doctor examines the 
pupils in First Aid, Child Care and Home Nursing, 
while a Domestic Science Teacher representing the 
Government Education Center tests the girls’ knowl- 
edge and skill in cookery, housewifery, laundry and 
sewing. 

The girls do well at the exams in general and take 
natural pride in the three certificates presented them. 

. one for the Junior Red Cross, one for Home- 
making and the other for Child Care and Home 
Nursing. 

Unfortunately there are few possibilities for these 
girls to get jobs after completing the course. They are 
still too young to marry ... or to launch out on a 
career. 


At the opening of our new Home Craft Center in 
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1958, Lady Twining, the wife of Sir Edward Twi- 
ning, then Governor of Tanganyika, expressed her 
earnest hope that the fine building erected by the 
common efforts of so many people, would be used 
for the training of future leaders who would be able 
to pass on their acquired knowledge and skill to others 
less fortunate than themselves. 


The idea was taken up and this year a few girls 
were selected for a third year of training which will 
render them capable of handling a club for women 
or girls. These will be trained in the organization and 
operation of clubs, the teaching of Religion and 
further techniques in Home Craft. These girls are 
destined later to work in the outlying districts teach- 
ing women and girls to read, write, sew, care for 
their children and their homes. So far only six have 
attempted the course. 

In 1953 we began gathering women from the 
town in order to teach them cooking, sewing and 
child care in one of the classrooms of the Home Craft 
Center two afternoons a week. Because Mwanza is a 
truly cosmopolitan town, we have women belonging 
to the many various tribes of Tanganyika coming to 
us. All are welcome . . . Catholics, catechumens, 
Protestants, Moslems. 

Two afternoons a week are also spent in town in a 
hall of the Catholic African Association for teaching 
young women of any creed reading and writing ia 
Kiswahili. Once they have acquired a sufficient skill 
in both, English is undertaken. An American lay 
missionary helps two White Sisters conduct this course 
and third-year Home Craft students also give a hand. 
The lessons are well attended, especially by Moslems 
who live in the town. We attribute their eagerness 
to learn to the President of Tanganyika African 
National Union, Julius Nyerere, who, at every oppor- 
tunity, urges the people to become literate. 

in addition to these undertakings, we go to two 
sub-parishes two mornings a week to teach women 
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reading and sewing as well as catechism. There we 
have no house to shelter our pupils, so we sit under 
a tree, or in bad weather we use the verandah of an 
African house. 

The success of these courses depends much on the 
amount of time we can spend visiting the homes of 
the people, attracting new pupils and encouraging 
the old. Happily the courses provide us with an 
occasion to meet many women with whom we would 
otherwise have no easy contact. 

Our Youth Movement 

In 1959 the Xaverian Movement which originated 
in the Congo, was officially established in the Mwanza 
Diocese. The aim of the movement is to keep contact 
with the children even when they have left school, 
in order to deepen their religious convictions and to 
instill in them a sense of responsibility for the salva- 
tion of their fellow men. It is sometimes referred to as 
the Catholic Action Movement among Youths. . . 
and it is certain that if it succeeds in catching their 
interest it will protect them from the influences of 
an unhealthy moral environment, keep them on the 
straight path before and after marriage and even 
foster vocations among them. 

The movement is spreading throughout the Lake 
Province and the western part of Tanganyika, fol- 
lowing the express wish of the Bishops that it be 
given a trial wherever possible. A young Dutchman 
is the appointed leader of the movement in Tangan- 
yika and he gives courses on the movement in the 
Teachers’ Training Centers and in the Secondary 
Schools, in view of training future section leaders. 

Getting the movement underway here at Mwanza 
proved rather difficult, but once some of the leaders 
of our schools had followed the instructions given by 
the Territorial Leader, enthusiasm was aroused and 
now we have a section where 40 members made their 
promise of fidelity in church in the presence of a 
large assembly. by Sister Matthea, W.S. 
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Photos—Benedictine Fathers, Ndana 
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neti. 
“The religious education of the Africans should keep pace with their secular 


instruction at all levels. And, as for ALL C 


hristians, the everyday life of the African 


iibli 


Christian must be completely integrated in his Christian life.” 
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CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 


The Cardinal's Country ya Tanganyika 


IT Is NO LONGER a question of promoting an African, 
Chinese, or other “style”, but of preserving or re- 
awakening the genuine human gifts in every race. 
Once these gifts have been aroused and quickened 
by contact with Christian realities and Western 
cultures, they will soon find new forms suited to the 
genius proper to each race. 

In the African’s strong sense of community spirit. 
and his traditional conception of art and the artist 
lie Christian and artistic possibilities in their very 
source. If these are preserved and adapted, the rest 
will follow of itself. 

We must bear in mind that the best we can give 
to the African is not what we take to him of our 
own, but what we can awaken in him of his own. 

% % % 

Thirty years ago, the Benedictines set up a studio 
for Native Art at Ndanda with the two-fold purpose 
of implanting Christian thought and sentiment firmly 
in their people and at the same time giving them the 
opportunity to bring their own contribution to the 
religious and cultural life of the rising community. 

When these Missionaries arrived in East Africa, 
they noticed that Mawia Makonde had very ancient 
artistic traditions. From time immemorial woman 
had been the favorite theme for the woodcarvings of 
masks for initiation ceremonies. The human body in 
general was often used as a decorating motif in their 
homes. 

They also used elephants, lions, leopards, cats, birds 
and snakes. The huts of the magicians and warriors 
were often decorated in fantastic fashion, and the 
smallest water-pot was given its decoration. 

The studio of Native Art at Ndanda was estab- 
lished to give a Christian outlet to these talents and 
to provide better technique and new themes. The 
first results were not too encouraging. A crucifix 
was proposed and the finished work afforded some 


surprises. Far from being just’a copy of a European 
crucifix, every one of the carvings showed a face 
that was clearly Bantu but that had much of the 
ancient masks in it. The limbs were out of proportion 
and in the old stlye. Yet a few pupils tried to free 
themselves from what was too coarse and inexpressive 
in their art. One young artist was asked to produce 
a statue of the Madonna and Child. At first reluctant, 
he finally set to work and made an ebony statue 
eighteen inches high, showing Our Lady dressed in 
native style and carrying her Child as the mothers 
in his country carry their children. The expression 
on the face of this Bantu Madonna has a splendor 
all its own. Other statues followed: a Pieta, a Saint 
Benedict, a Saint Scholastica, all of outstanding 
artistic value. 

The work is not confined to sculpture. Other 
religious articles are made, such as candelabra and 
Host-boxes. The artists use an Indian wheel that they 
made themselves. In profane art, which is also en- 
couraged, the Father Director is keen on their re- 
producing scenes from daily life: men and women 
tilling the fields, the woman at her household duties, 
family scenes, meals, dances, etc. 

The Director’s chief work in the studio consists 
in urging on the hesitant, insisting on technical 
precision, and especially in guarding his pupils against 
the temptation to copy European works, as the fashion 
of the day would strongly incite them to do. In the 
main, the Christians have a well-developed aesthetic 
sense that leads them to make a clear distinction 
between the old-stlye artistic productions and those 
that are anatomically correct. 

The more the customs of the country become per- 
meated with Christianity, the more will artists turn 
to the old traditions of their own art, and bring 
forth really original works. 
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Wren tHe Wurre Fatuers and White Sisters first 
arrived in Tanganyika, they started by opening small 
dispensaries which attracted the sick for miles around, 
even though the equipment was primitive and there 
was very little medicine . . . Healing the sick is one 
of the corporal works of mercy and a most effective 
way of showing practical Christian charity. More- 
over, in constant close contact with the population, 
the missionaries made rapid progress in learning the 
language and understanding the local customs, and 
soon could give spiritual as well as material help. 


However, a few scattered mission dispensaries 
could not adequately care for a population suffering 
from sleeping sickness, leprosy, and other terrible 
diseases . When Tanganyika became a British 
mandate after the First World War, the Government, 
recognizing the need for organized medical care, 
set up a Medical Department to build, staff and 
supervise hospitals and other health installations .. . 


The first big problem was the staffing of these 
health centers: schools had to be opened to take prom- 
ising young people with very little formal schooling, 
and bring them up to the point of passing Govern- 
ment examinations as nurses, medical aids, laboratory 
assistants, etc. This was rather slow work at first, 
but as the level of general education increased, nurs- 
ing schools were established, both by the Government 
and by the missions, who, up to then, had employed 
Tanganyikans as auxiliaries, giving them the neces- 
sary technical training “on the job”. 


In the past twenty years, various schools have 
been opened throughout the country; for male nurses 
at Mnero, for both men and women at Peramiho, and 
for women at Sumve and Ndareda (the latter in 
charge of the Medical Missionaries of Mary). In 
addition, two Midwife Training Centers are super- 
vised by religious congregations, one at Ndanda for 
Southern Tanganyika and the other at Sumve for the 
northern area. Every year, more and more qualified 
medical workers—medical assistants, laboratory assis- 
tants, nurses, midwives, rural medical aids, ete.— 
are coming out of these schools. The great lack in 
Tanganyika now is a university preparing for medical 
degrees; prospective doctors must go to Makerere 
University in Uganda. 


The Ministry of Health (which in 1959 replaced 
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the old ‘Medical Department”) continues its efforts 
to extend medical facilities to the whole country 
and encourages the expansion of mission health 
activities, which today include 171 dispensaries, 27 
of which have in-patient units; 30 small hospitals 
with resident doctors; 57 maternity hospitals and a 
score of other institutions: leprosaria, and child 
welfare centers ... 


The African Sisters are leading the way in becom- 
ing qualified nurses and midwives. Almost from the 
first, all the Sisters were encouraged to continue their 
studies, and while the majority turned to the teaching 
profession, a number were prepared for hospital and 
dispensary work. 


Nursing schools in Tanganyika accept candidates 
having completed ten years of schooling, although in 
some cases promising persons with only eight years 
of schooling may be received. Candidates for the 
Midwifery Schools are usually nurses, who having 
completed their three-year nursing course, wish to 
become specialized in that very necessary work in a 
country which suffers from a tragic insufficiency of 
qualified medical practitioners. “Village Midwives 
Training Centers” have recently been organized in 
a few missions, to train promising girls lacking the 
necessary formal education for the State-approved 
schools. 


Up to recent years, girls were kept out of social 
and public life and were very shy about taking 
responsible positions. Now, however, as more and 
more acquire a good education, they find their way 
into either the teaching or medical professions. The 
mission medical schools, as well as the primary and 
higher schools, aim at forming the elite of the present 
generation, who, because of their perfect technical 
training and high moral standards, will have a tre- 
mendous influence on their people, and will be an 
important factor in the growth of the country to 
its full stature 


economically, socially, politically, 
of course, but especially morally and religiously. 


The land of the first African Cardinal owes it to 
itself, and to God who has chosen a Prince of His 
Church therein, to blaze the trail of true Christian 


civilization for the whole of this immense continent. 


by Sr. Pascal Baylon, W.S. 
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“| desire that the God-given wisdom of the 


S 


‘ 
Cardinal Lavigerie, which has been 


this p hid) 
ripened by the experience of threeY qigeniels of a century and more of apostolic work 


in Africa, preside at the elaboration of missionary policy in the field of our labors.” 


CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 
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A few notes on the life of an African diocese 


small in size, but led by a dynamic clergy — 
and at its head, the first African Cardinal 


Eacn piocese in the world is a Church in miniature, 
but the Diocese of Rutabo is particularly so, at least 
by Mission standards. Its territory is not very exten- 
sive; its personnel is limited; but it looks ahead, striv- 


ing to do as much as it can with the means at hand... 


Let’s make a tour of the Diocese: a visitor in a 
good car can make the circuit in one day . . . There 
are only seven Mission stations, which are now 
parishes. 


The oldest of the parishes, Rutabo, lends its name 
to the Diocese. Here is the Cardinal’s residence and 
the center of diocesan administration. 


Pleasantly situated on a plateau behind the com- 
mercial center of Kamachumu, Rutabo is not very 
imposing. When visitors ask to see “the Cathedral”, 
we point to St. Joseph’s: a tall, old-fashioned church 
made of sun-baked bricks and a corrugated tin roof. 
The walls are just whitewashed, and the inside of the 
church was never completely finished, the wooden 
eaves still being visible. It was built in 1922 and is 
now too small for a parish of 16,000 souls, especially 
when all 16,000, plus visitors, try to attend the 
Cardinal’s Mass! 


To the right of the “Cathedral” is an unimpressive 
little house under a few shade trees. This is the 
Cardinal’s home and office combined. 


The Cardinal is more interested in getting proper 
school buildings for the children of the Diocese than 
in building himself a proper “palace”. Every year 
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one or two new schools are built, and that is very 
important. The Cathedral parish is showing the way 
for the rest of the diocese, with 14 registered primary 
schools, 1 junior school, 3 sub-grade schools and 21 


catechetical centers, totaling more than 2500 pupils. 


The parish has three priests, aided by seven Sisters, 
31 catechists and 37 teachers. That means 1 priest 
for 5,000 souls, which is not too bad in comparison 
to other spots in Africa, but it is not the ideal, for, 
in addition to their pastoral duties, the priests must 
supervise the catechists, the schools, and various 
asscciations of men and women; these associations 
(Tertiaries, Association of the Sacred Heart, the 
Charles Lwanga Club for young men, the Seven 
Dolors Association for women and girls) are active 
and fervent, and must be guided and given religious 
instruction... 


AN “AFRICAN” DIOCESE 

Rutabo is proud to be one of the first “African” 
dioceses with a native-born Bishop and a majority of 
native-born Clergy, Sisters, and Brothers. However, 
the shortage of priests has led to the “borrowing” of 
priests from Europe for short-term service in the 
diocese, and to asking for Sisters to establish medical 
centers, which are still far too rare in Rutabo. 


The priest shortage has been intensified by the 
need to put some work on the administration of the 
diocese as a whole; the finances, new foundations, 
maintenance of schools, directives to the catechists, 
etc. In order to help the remaining priests with their 
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pastoral duties, they have been organized in “parochial 
centers”, three or four priests living together, cach 
one being responsible for a certain sector of the work 
in his region, but able to call on the others for help 
in case of need. Added to the practical advantages, 
there is the very great spiritual one of a unified 
community life which includes spiritual exercises in 


common, 


A great effort is being made for the conversion 
and for the solid catechetical formation of the masses; 
there are retreats and conferences during Lent, and 
missions are preached at the important stations, to 
bring back those who may have fallen away. The 
Catholic Action groups of men, women and young 
people are very active and must be encouraged and 
duly instructed, in order that all the Catholics of the 
diocese may lead active Christian lives. 
EDUCATION 

Education is the big problem and the big need of 
the day. A few months ago the Bishop of Rutabo 


sent a Pastoral Letter to his clergy and people, giving 
them clear ideas on the subject: 


ec 


... The Church is for the Catholic education of 
all her children and therefore works hard and risks 
everything to have her own schools in which she can 
fulfill her first task as teacher of mankind, particu- 
larly of the baptized who are her children and whom 
she has a right to educate. Without the school there 
is little we can hope to achieve to give spiritual, 
moral and intellectual formation to the younger 
generation and to establish and consolidate the Chris- 
tian communities. It would seem useless for the 
Church to baptize if she cannot educate her children 
and develop in them a well-balanced and integrated 
Catholic life. 


“Therefore we shall do our level best to promote 
the Catholic school and make it a successful enter- 
prise. The way to proceed is threefold: we, the 
priests, must do our duty to build, maintain and 
equip our schools; we shall urge and direct our 
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teachers to be competent and responsible in their 
profession; lastly, we shall have the people behind 
us—citizens and parents. That is why the policy to 
adopt will be henceforth to work together—priest, 
teacher and parent — concentrating on the school 
problem in all its aspects through Mission School 
advisory councils to be held in the parishes.” 


The big lack at the moment is in girls’ education, 
for there is as yet no secondary school for girls; the 
site for the school is already chosen, and soon, let 
us hope, many who wish to continue their education 
will get a chance to do so. For boys, the prospect 
is brighter: in addition to formal education, the 
Diocese has a Rural Trade Centre where boys may 
learn carpentry, masonry, tailoring or shoe-making— 
all trades which are in much demand and which will 
enable them to earn a good living. 


ST. AUGUSTINE CLUB 


The latest, and one of the most promising, Catholic 
Action Groups is the St. Augustine Club, which is 
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linked to the Catholic Social Guild of London. Under 
the guidance and patronage of the Cardinal, it 
groups young men, leaders in the intellectual or 
political fields, and encourages them to study the 
principles of sound Christian action in their fields 
and of a social apostolate among the population. 


Thanks to its monthly meetings, it is grouping 
many of the recognized leaders among Catholics, 
who learn to organize and lead parochial meetings, 
to promote sound Christian, social, political and 
economic action, and especially to deepen their own 


sense of Christian values. 


Some of the members have been sent to Europe 
for study, others have risen to important jobs in 
their professions, others have made plans for a 
program of adult education especially in rural areas. 
The group is still small in number, but its influence 


for good is being felt in many sections of Rutabo’s 
§ § y 


life. 
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“The establishment of the Church ingAtrlen Ragpiven Africans as Catholics a new 
allegiance, allegiance to the Holy See, and the} owe’ this allegiance to the See of Peter in com- 


mon with Catholics of all rach eager . . African Catholics 
must become still more conscious of belonging"to. @ great Society, the Church, which admits of no 
boundaries, geographical or cultural.” 


CARDINAL RUGAMBWA 


IN 1929 the White Sisters arrived at Mbulu, in the 
Northern Province of Tanganyika, the first women 
Religious to come into that part of the country. 
They were well received for the White Fathers had 
been there a few years and there were already several 
hundred Christians. 


What was not their astonishment when, just as 
they were getting settled in their new home, three 
teen-age girls approached shyly and said, “We want 
to be Sisters, too!” 

Was it a joke? Perhaps they hadn’t understood 
correctly, not being as yet too versed in the local 
language? And when they were told that they had 
understood—where in the world had these girls got 
the idea of being Religious, without ever seeing one? 

The mystery was soon explained. Long ago, the 
Sisters were told, some Wambulu women and chil- 
dren had been carried off by an enemy tribe and 
taken to an island on Lake Victoria, named Kome. 
After a few years the prisoners had returned, but 
while on Kome they had been near a Mission and 
many had become Catholics. On the long way home 
they had seen White Sisters, first at Kashozi and then 
at Ushirombo, and had been impressed. When they 
got home to Mbulu, they were delighted to find that 
the White Fathers had established a Mission there and 
that there were also some Christians among their 
people. Most of them married Christians and their 
children grew up in the Faith. The latter had never 
seen any Sisters, but the story of their mothers’ ad- 
ventures were legendary, and it is certain that they 
had often heard the story of the women dressed in 
white who did not marry but served God all the time. 

Besides, they had a living example before them: 
one of the former prisoners had been so struck by 
her glimpse of the Sisters that she refused to marry, 
but remained single and devoted herself to prayer and 


WHITE SISTERS 


work for the Mission. For years Mama Maria was a 
model of self-sacrifice, joyfully giving herself to 
God, and it is no wonder that her example inspired 
those teen-agers, and many others after them, to fol- 
low in her footsteps. 


The White Sisters were interested, but skeptical: 
it was too soon, they thought . . . However, Wam- 
bulu girls know what they want — the Sisters got 
no peace from the determined three until, one year 
later, they decided to start a local Congregation. The 
three became Aspirants . . . soon there were five... 
then ten. Three years later, in 1933, the group had 
to be moved into a larger house, and a second pos- 
tulate started at Ndala for girls of the neighboring 
Wanyamwezi tribe. 


The Congregation, under the patronage of St. 
Teresa of the Child Jesus, really came into existence 
on July 9, 1935, when the five original aspirants pro- 
nounced their first vows. Barely nine years after the 
arrival of the first girls, the new Congregation had 
17 professed members and could take over a mission 
post of its own — up to that time all the Sisters had 
been studying to pass government teaching examina- 
tions, for it was to be a “teaching” order. It was 
around this time that the Sisters decided to change 
their religious costume from blue to white, and to 
name their Congregation the “Daughters of Mary”. 
Our Lady seems to have taken the Congregation 
under her wing, for it has grown by leaps and bounds 
ever since— 

—The first perpetual vows of the original 
five Sisters in 1944. 

—new houses founded every year. 

—two smaller congregations of African Sis- 
ters being brought into this flourishing 
older group; the order now spreads over a 
whole archdiocese. 
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